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FACTS ABOUT FIREWORKS

Use of consumer fireworks can lead to devastating burns, other injuries, fires, and even death.  The NRFRHR fire department does not endorse the use of consumer fireworks and instead encourages the public to enjoy displays of fireworks conducted by trained professionals.


STATS AND FIGURES

· In 2002, an estimated 24,200 fires in the U.S. were started by fireworks.  These resulted in 12 deaths and 55 injuries.

· In 2002, 8,800 people were treated at hospital emergency rooms for firework-related injuries.  Burns were the leading type of fireworks injury (63.2%).  Contusions and lacerations were second (21.1%), and were the leading type of injury when the injury was to any part of the head or face, including the eye.  Hands or fingers were the part of the body injured in 31.6% of the incidents.  In 21.1% of the cases, the eye was involved, and other parts of the face or head accounted for 17.5% of the injuries.

· Pre-teens and teenagers face the highest risk of firework injuries.  In 2002, 62.1% of people injured by fireworks were under the age of 20, with 34.5% of the injuries incurred by those between 10 and 19 years of age.  Twenty-five- to 44-year olds accounted for 22.4% of firework injuries.

· Males accounted for nearly three-fourths (71%) of firework injuries.  The female injury rate was higher than the male rate for adults 45 and older.

· From 1998 to 2002, an annual average of nine people were killed in fires started by fireworks.  An annual average of seven people were killed directly by fireworks.

· In 2002, fires started by fireworks caused $17.2 million in direct property damage.  Firework-related fires have caused at least $15 to $20 million in property loss each year in the past decade.

· Based on the amount of time and quantities in use, fireworks pose a higher risk of fire death than any other consumer product.  Although cigarettes are the leading cause of fire death, the risk that someone will die from fire when fireworks are being used is three times the corresponding risk when cigarettes are burning.

· On Independence Day 2002, fireworks caused more outdoor fires in the United States than all other causes of outdoor fires combined.

· Seven states ban the use of fireworks by consumers (AZ, DE, GA, MA, NJ, NY, and RI).  The other 43 states permit some or all consumer fireworks.
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NFPA model fireworks law

For more than half a century, NFPA has led the charge to protect the public from injuries and fires resulting from indiscriminate use of fireworks.  The International Fire Marshals Association (IFMA) offers model fireworks law, which reflects NFPA’s zero-tolerance policy on amateur use of fireworks.

What is the difference between consumer fireworks and display fireworks?


Basically the amount of pyrotechnic or explosive composition within the item and how it is to be used.


*  Consumer fireworks are determined by the Consumer Product Safety Commission and regulated in Code of Federal Regulations, Title 16, Parts 1500 – 1507 and they are controlled on a state-by-state basis by the State Fire Marshal’s offices.

*  Display fireworks are regulated by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms in Code of Federal Regulations, Title 27 and their use is regulated by NFPA 1123, Code for the Display of Fireworks.


“Hot Tips” is a service of the Navy Regional Fire Rescue Hampton Roads Fire Prevention Office. Call 462-2197 for more information.













FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR FIRE PREVENTION OFFICE:





Regional Fire Prevention Chief				Chief Douglas Reid		322-2401





Little Creek District Fire Prevention:							462-2426





Peninsula District Fire Prevention:			Chief Inspector Patricia Lee	847-7872


	(Includes Yorktown Naval Weapons Station and Cheatham Annex)





Portsmouth District Fire Prevention:			Chief Inspector John Hallman	396-3338


	(Includes Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Naval Hospital, St. Julians Creek, and Craney Island)





Sewells Point District Fire Prevention:			Chief Inspector Stephen Bement	322-2416





Virginia Beach District Fire Prevention:	                            Chief Inspector Robert McGanty	433-2407 (Oceana)


											492-6336 (Dam Neck)


								421-8244 (Northwest)
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